PROBABLE ORIGIN OF  THE WORSHIP          143
their meaning, and, when the people are asked what a
particular ceremony means or what its object is, their
usual reply is simply " It is mama!," i.e. custom ; and
there are many details of the sacrifices, which seem
strangely inconsistent with the general idea and theory
of the worship which now prevails. The one object of
all the worship and sacrifices now is to propitiate various
spirits, good and evil. And this is done by means
of gifts, which, it is supposed, the spirits liken or by
ceremonies, which will please them. Some of the
spirits are supposed to delight in bloodshed, so animals
are killed in their presence, and sometimes even the
blood is given them to drink; or blood and rice are
sprinkled over the nelds and streets, or thrown up in
the air for them to eat. To the less refined goddesses
or to the coarser male attendants, like Madnrai-Viran,
arrack, toddy, and cheroots are freely offered, because
it is assumed that these gifts will rejoice their hearts
and propitiate them. But a great deal of the ritual and
many of the most striking ceremonies are quite incon-
sistent with this g^ft-theory of saerince and the idea of
propitiation, which is now assumed to be the one motive
and purpose of the festivals. For instance, one of the
main features of the animal sacrifices is the varied
applications of the blood of the victims. Sometimes
the blood is applied to the bodies of the worshippers
themselves, to their foreheads and breasts; sometimes
it is sprinkled on the lintel and door-posts of the shrine,
sometimes on the houses or cattle, sometimes on the
boundary-stones, sometimes it is mixed with rice and
scattered over the streets, or sprinkled all round the
boundaries of the village lands. But what possible
meaning could these various uses of the blood have
according to the gift-theory of sacrifice ? On this theory
it would be intelligible why it should be presented, as is
sometimes done, at the shrine of the deity, or even
drunk, as at Trichinopoly, by the pnjan, who repre-
sents the goddess; but of these other uses of the blood
the gift-theory seems to furnish no adequate explana-
tion. Or again, what possible meaffng could the gift-